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j^NUTE S OF CABINET MEETING 
July 31, 1968 


The President convened the meeting of the Cabinet at 12:03 p.m. 

He invited Secretary Rusk to give a report on the Honolulu Con- 
ference and the situation in Czechoslovakia. 

Secretary Rusk 12:03 - 12:15 p.m . 

T^e Honolulu Conference "was not a meeting called to mal^ dramatic 
decn^ons. " ^ 

The Prudent has kept in regular touch with the lea^rs of South 
Vietnam, '^^eeting them on an average of every sij^^ionths, 
"President^ieu had been scheduled for a State ><4sit here, but for 
reasons out cK^re and here, it was mutually a»(^ed that it was not 
the best time Ar a visit to the United Statesy' Some of the Press 
found it hard to ES^cept this reasoning. 'Thiyf tried to build up the 
Honolulu Conference into something speclfncular. 

"1 was personally impressed by the lyuturity and development of 
President Thieu. He h^e grown in grasp of social and military 
matters. . . . There is a nC^^ vigor/now in the political institutions 
of South Vietnam. . . . We \^rey^couraged by new evidence of real 
political progress in South Vi^nam. 

"On the military side, thc/troopsS^f North Vietnam and the Viet Cong 
seem to be planning a ri^or wave mimew assaults. Secretary Clifford 
gave us that report his trip out th^re. Captured documents and 

intelligence and they^ttern of local attJiCj^ confirm our estimate. We 
find it hard to rel^i^e these facts to the PaC^ talks and any desire on 
the other side ^^de-escalate. Traffic on tl^^^o Chi Minh Trail is 
larger than ew^. Yet some people sense a lu^L It would be very 
easy for thyother side in Paris to whisper behinVM;heir hand if they 
really wa^f(^d to tell us about a real lull. But they haven't done that. 

statements showed that he has been thinking\a broad terms 
future of Southeast Asia. . . he is interested in Vving both 
Vic-tnam and North Vietnam in the United Nations. 
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"TIm- inr.'t (MllfMl (f>r any Hrrir,ion« on aU^ibinji p-'Ufp. 

’I'hrr.' l>i.M .. 7?>^^Hlinprfiv.n,rtit by Ihr in 

buil.liiiK up Ih. ir own havr 800.000 

ri'Kuli»r« f)luM 200,000 popi7l>H^rtM^^ fioUi b»-fnrr tho ond of 

Ihr yoar. Tlo-y .iro bollor brttrr cquippffl now. 

".Somr (»f tho proHH < roat«- Iho d^^clation of a hooibing 

pnuHo, 'riuMi, wlj.Wiil lallc'd to »iw»foriull/^r>sJh<>y trirrl to «uy that 
wo ha r(lop4<f our poaifioii at tho talks. Thi>si« just not true. 

"Wo rj^/T hamllo anything that in coming up in tho fioldN^Tho ro in a 
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S«’C rotary Kunk prt>cooclofl with a Kummary of tho situation in 
Cr.roliDW lova k ia . 


"Wo .'iro witnoHrting, I think, on<‘ of those rare watorsiiods in world 
history, ('ortainly in Comtvuinist history. It may oven be that tho 
watorshod is behind us now. 

"Siiu o Janu.iry, Czoohos lova kia lias l>o»>n going through a historic 
c'ffort to looson up and irtovo to don\ocratir socialism. They have 
boon trying to loos»'n thoir r«'lations with thi'ir neighbors, between 
tho press .ind flu* people at homo, tho nature of Communism and 
the role tif tlio Communist Party. They have opened up divisions 
internally and in tlu* block by tlu*ir questioning ol the place of th«* 
Party anfl flu* pri'scmt arrangements of tlu* Warsaw Pact. 

"The Soviets .iro concoriu*d and they have rt^al cause for concern 
.1 bout tl'vt* evolution of C/omiminism in O/.ecluJslovakia and the infec- 
tious q\iality of the Cy.t*choslovakia «?xamplt^ for such nations as 
Poland, and pt*rhaps t*ven the 4Sovii*t Union itself. 

"Changes in the iSoviet Union have their own moruentum iil ready. 
This is a major confrontation bi*twei*n tlu* LhSSK and ( ./.et Imslovakia, 
and if has causeil a deep split in the c.m\p. Cast Ciernuiny is tlu 
Mtrong«*sf crific of Cy.«*clu)8lovakia but most West l*.uit)pean C^onmiu 
nist parties are eitht*r pro-C/.i*choslovakia or advoc»ites of caution 
and modi* ra tion. 





- 3 - 


■e&e RET - 


1 , 


"We don't know the results of the talks (in Cierna). It is a real 
dilemma for the Soviet Union. They will pay a fantastic price if 
they move by force -- and an equally heavy price if they do not 
(resolve) this major event. 

"We have used all restraint to stay out of it. We have not wanted 
to give the Soviets any excuse for direct action against the Czechs. 
We don't want to provoke them on any pretext. 

"I think the two sides will find a formula and it may include some 
Czech compromises." 


P 

the\^1 


President invited Ambassador Ball to give a brief^^i^port on 
iituation in the Middle East. 


AMBASMpOR BALL 12:15 - 12:20 p.m. 

The situationNv^ still at deadlock. Dr. Jarr^g "has worked hard 
and well" to resb^ye the dilenama but many' difficulties remain. 

X / 

"My first effort was to^break the progodural deadlock. . . . There 
is some Arab desire to^l<igotiate, h//t the Israelis will talk only on 
bilateral terms and to the point o^-a contractual peace treaty. 

X 

"I talked to the Israelis beforyXiy trip, emphasizing the hard 
problems of bilateral negoti^ftion^y . . I did not think that I had 
succeeded in persuading _(iiem, but'fewo days before my arrival in 
the Middle East, the Is^rkelis asked t^H;^ Arabs some questions 
through Jarring. . . so--'We have some movement. . . .1 hit this point 
very hard with the people in Jerusalem. .\^. There is some change 
now, though they will not admit it in publicX^They also asked me, 
when I was in, Jerusalem, to put some questidj;;is to King Hussein. 

I hey were unacceptable as couched, but it is arts^indication of 
movement and it does offer something to chew on/v 

"Jorc^n wants a settlement but Nasser is standing fi^ against it 

on flU. mandate of the Khartoum formula. King HusseinS^ay have 
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